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THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE, PUBLIC POLICY
& ASSISTED SUICIDE

The Legalization of Assisted Suicide:
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Changes a universal moral stance against the taking of innocent human life.
Creates a climate in which one person legally killing another becomes an option.

Creates an environment in which the value of human life is diminished when suicide
becomes legal and is presented as a moral option.
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considered.

Promotes taking the life of another as an alternative to providing compassionate care.
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society can be eliminated.

Alters the role of public policy to protect the common good by allowing the enactment
of law for the few.

Creates the illusion that adequate safeguards can be enacted to protect the poor, the
depressed, the sick, the elderly, the handicapped.

Challenges the trust relationship between patients and physicians when they are
permitted to actively take the lives of their patients.

Challenges the integrity of health care professionals in their relationship with their
patients.

Suggests that the answer to pain or loneliness, or poor quality of life, is to kill oneself.

Pushes the right of self determination to its ultimate: the right to be killed by another.

Street Address: 803 Terry Ave., 4MFl, Seattle, WA 98104 <« Mailing Address: 710 — oth Ave., Seattle, WA 98104

Tel 206.301.0556 « Fax 206.301.0558 « E-mail: wscc@thewscc.org



